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SYCAMORE SAGE 
September 

2007  
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
What a hot, dry summer we 
are having. Construction of 
our new, LEAD building – 
Visitor’s Center/Ranger’s 
Office is complete. It looks, 
and feels, wonderful.  Look 
forward to stopping in to rest 
and learn after the grand 
opening.  I have been 
attending meetings planning 
the displays and think you 
will like what you see.   
Our web master, Chris 
Yandall, was featured in the 
Poway News Chieftain on 
Thurs. 30 Aug. “Skogging”. 
Carol 
                                              

                                         

 
Join friends and San 
Diego Tracking Team at 
Mission Trails Regional 
Park Visitor Center on 
Friday night, September 
7. 
 
7:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   A 
showing of 
Lee Kirchhevel's DVD of 
the latest Track and Sign 
Evaluation in which the 
majority of the people 
being tested were SDTT 
members.   
 
8:00 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.   
THE GREAT DANCE  
(75 minutes) 
 
A $5.00 donation is 
requested. 
 
Refreshments may be 
served.  
  
Mission Trails Regional 
Park  

Visitor and Interpretive 
Center 
One Father Junipero Serra 
Trail 
San Diego, CA 92119-
1008 
  
Directions: 
http://www.mtrp.org/vc_d
irections.asp 
 
Bring your friends.  This 
will be a relaxed and 
enjoyable evening. 

 
Minutes: Friends of 
Goodan Ranch and 
Sycamore Canyon 

Open Space Preserves 
 

 
Minutes:  August 6, 2007 
 
In Attendance:  Carol Crafts, 
Phoenix Von Hendy, Karen 
Larsen Gordon, Steve 
Gordon, Terry Callan, Ann 
Laux and DeAnne Erickson. 
 
The meeting was called to 
order at 7:15p.m. 
 
The motion passed to 
approve the minutes of the 
meeting held May 7, 2007 
 
Financial report by Treasurer, 
DeAnne Erickson: 
$2,332.68 in checking, 
$7,683.20 in the Memorial 
Fund, $5,156.53 in CD-36 
and $6,683.20 in CD-35 
totaling:  $20,574.44. In 
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addition, the County of San 
Diego Parks Society is 
holding donated funds 
designated for use at Goodan 
Ranch. 
 
Old Business:   
1) Sunrise PowerLink – 2010 
construction completion is in 
question due to lack of 
substantiated need. Rulings 
and a revised EIR are due in 
early ’08. 
 
2) Historic District 
Designation – Vonn Marie 
May has been referred to the 
Friends by Cailin Hunsaker 
and Lynn Christenson 
regarding restoration of the 
ranch house. Sessions with 
Ms. May are $100 and 
payment is to be negotiated 
between the Friends and the 
County of San Diego. A key 
to acquiring the historic 
district designation is to have 
a storyline for Stowe.   
 
Future dates are to be 
established for meeting with 
Paul Johnson, an historic 
architect, in regards of 
reporting the viability of 
rebuilding the ranch house. 
Also, Wayne Donaldson, a 
California State Historic 
Preservationist, will be in San 
Diego for a meeting of other 
historic preservationists. 
 
The Goodan family continues 
to contribute photos. 
 
John and Charlene Cameron 
were interviewed by Gloria 
Hinckley about the Fischer 

family of Stowe. John is the 
grandson of the Fischer 
homesteaders and is very 
interested in visiting the 
Goodan Ranch/Sycamore 
Canyon area in the near 
future. A granite block from 
the Santee quarry was 
donated. Thank you! 
 
3) A map created by the 
County of San Diego of the 
thornmint populations as 
surveyed in 2007 was 
presented. 
 
4) Construction barriers are 
down around the new 
ranger’s office and visitor 
center building.  
 
5) Carol reported 
participation in several 
meetings regarding the 
displays in the visitor center. 
It was suggested the 
memorial funds be used for 
red tail hawk and rattlesnake 
taxidermies – ultimately to be 
used in the new building. 
 
6) Rancho 
Encantada/Stonebridge 
proposed trail systems and 
gates for egress are scheduled 
to be “truthed” by Cailin 
Hunsaker and others in the 
near future. 
 
New Business:   
Reports:   
1) Wildlife Survey - Phoenix 
stated that a recent wildlife 
survey yielded signs of fox, 
fawns and roadrunner. 
 

2) New Construction – Carol 
reported that the JPA would 
be hosting their next meeting 
in October, possibly in the 
new visitor center at Goodan, 
at which time the official 
grand opening might be held. 
 
3) A proposal has been made 
by the County of San Diego 
to have members of the 
Friends of Goodan 
Ranch/Sycamore Canyon 
staff the new visitor center.  2 
or 4-hour shifts were 
discussed, as well as the 
frequency and days of each 
month.  In addition, questions 
were asked about 
requirements for county 
volunteer training, shirts or 
uniforms and other security 
issues. More discussion is to 
be held at the next meeting. 
 
4) A request has been made 
to have business cards 
created and an update on the 
tri-fold brochure.  Karen will 
work on the business cards 
and Ann will launch the 
brochure revisions. 
 
5) Carol met with Doug 
Wescott of the San Diego 
Conservation Resource 
Network in order to respond 
to questions about how 
SDCRN can meet the needs 
of the Friends. 
 
The meeting was adjourned 
at 8:15p.m.  
Next meeting:  November 5, 
2007, 7:00p.m. at Coco’s 
Restaurant, Poway  
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Kate Slade Murty  
 The memorial fund 
established in memory of Kate 
Slade Murty by friends and 
family will be used to enhance 
the visitor’s experience to 
Goodan Ranch and Sycamore 
Canyon. Her husband, two of 
her daughters and a grandson 
recently visited the canyon and 
enjoyed seeing many birds. A 
photo I took of woodpeckers in a 
tree actually revealed a hawk – 
Kate’s favorite bird. 
 
                                                                                               

 
www.congressofhistory.org   
 
www.sdcrn.org  as a 
Friends group, we support 
The San Diego 
conservation resource 
network. 
 
http://www.calsmerge.co
m/asd/environment   
 
http://www.pandemicflu.gov/
planguide/checklist.html 
 
www.sdcwa.org; click on 
“infrastructure”; then 
“esp”; then “San Vicente 
Pipeline” 
 

http://www.blueskyreserve.or
g/ 
 
 
******************* 
  We need to keep following 
2 issues: the Water District's 
San Vicente Pipeline and 
SDG&E's Powerlink.  
************************ 
Contaminated Pet Food - 
Find a current report 
at: 
http://ent.groundspring
.org/EmailNow/pub.php?m
odule=URLTracker&cmd=tr
ack&j=141513008&u=13555
72 
 
************************ 
. Call 858-694-2838 or 888-
551-4636 if you find a dead 
bird. 
 
********* 
County Notes: 
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Thank you to all who have 
joined, renewed or made a 
generous donation.  

RENEW OR 
JOIN NOW  

MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION 

 
Name________________________________
Address________________________________
City_____________State
_____Zip________________________________
Phone____________Fax________
Email ________________________________
 
____$10 Senior 62 plus      
____$10 Student     ____$15 
Individual    ____$20 Family 
____$30 Sponsor                
____$100 Patron        ___ 
$250 Corporate    ____$1000 
Life 
 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR 
CHECK OUT TO 
“FRIENDS OF 
GOODAN RANCH” 
AND SEND IT TO: 
MEMBERSHIPS/13030 
Birch Lane, Poway, CA 
92064 
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All Membership 
renewals are now due 1 
January of each year. 
   



 

  Friends of Goodan Ranch & Sycamore Canyon Open Space  
  Carol B. Crafts, President 

      13030 Birch Lane, Poway, CA 92064  858-486-0919 

 
 

 


