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SYCAMORE 
SAGE              
December 
2007       
Happy 
Holidays and 
safe travels 
to all!  

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
The Witch Fire of this 
October brought vivid 
memories of the Cedar Fire 
of 2003. Our hearts and 
prayers go out to all those 
who suffered in any way. 
Many of The Friends of 
Goodan Ranch are also 
Docents at Blue Sky 
Ecological Reserve in 
northeastern Poway.  This 
area was decimated this year. 
We welcome you to hike 
with us at Goodan/Sycamore 
for the months that Blue Sky 
is closed. or join friends over 
at the Rancho Penasquitos 
Adobe. If you – docents at 
other parks and Members of 
the Friends of 
Goodan/Sycamore - would 
like to be a docent with us 
contact: 
Cheryl Wegner , 
Volunteer Coordinator, 

San Diego County 
Department of Parks And 
Recreation, 9150 
Chesapeake Drive, Suite 
200, San Diego, CA 
92123 

Phone
: 858-966-
1335 Fax: 
858-495-
5841  
Cheryl.Wegn
er@sdcounty
.ca.gov   
www.sdparks
.org  

We know that Karen 
Larsen-Gordon, Julie 
Bennett-Smith and 
Phoenix von Hendy and I 
have already completed 
the County application 
process. 
 

Friends Winter 
Walk: Join us on 
Sunday, 30 Dec. at 
1p.m. for a walk 
through the Ranch. 
We will start from the 
Poway/Sycamore 
Canyon Rd. Staging 
Area. 
 RSVP to me 
(Carol) so we will 
know to wait for you. 
 
We have already received 
two wonderful responses to 
the request for “used 
Christmas ornaments” for 
one of our Friends whose 
house was burned in Oct. 
One “Friend” produced 3 
Breyer horses and barn (to go 
under the tree) and another, a 
gingerbread house storage 

box with several ornaments. 
Thank you to these donors 
and those – like me- who will 
dig out holiday boxes 
containing ornaments and 
share in the coming weeks. 
Any ornaments can be given 
to me and I will get them to 
Marta and family. 
Our New Visitor 
Center/Ranger’s Office 
Opened Thurs. 15 
November 2007                                              

 
 
Thank you to Phoenix for 
providing the fruit and 
cookies; DeAnne for leading 
the Pledge of Allegiance; 
Karen for the names tags and 
hospitality; Bob for being 
there in his Friends shirt; and 
those Friends who rode bikes 
or attended this event. 
Thanks, too, to members of 
The Lakeside Historical 
Society and Santee Historical 
Society for attending. Both of 
these groups have been very 
helpful as we have researched 
the families of Stowe. We 
welcomed Charles and 
Margot Goodan, Great 
Grandchildren of Roger and 
May Goodan. We were also 
pleased to have Richard 
Murty, Natalie Weston and 
Barbara Ramirez and family 
who honored their late wife 
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and mother with a significant 
donation that will among 
other things, help visitors 
enjoy viewing red-tailed 
hawks.�
    
    
 
 

 
I have received many 
comments from those who 
attended: 
 
“Thanks for introducing us to 
everybody. We had a great 
time and would love to come 
back again. Charles Goodan 
(and his sister, Margot)”. 
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...”..I loved the whole facility.  
We were very much impressed 
at what has been 
accomplished.  I hope that 
sometime soon you can restore 
the house like it was and make 
an interesting museum. Thanks 
for a great afternoon and having 
good weather too....E.B”. 
 

 
 

                         

     

             Carol                                                    
Phoenix                                           
Our new live-in 
volunteers have arrived. 
Welcome Donna and Jeff 
Cooney. 
 
 
 
 
Minutes: Friends of 
Goodan Ranch and 
Sycamore Canyon 
Open Space Preserves 

 
Minutes:  November 5, 2007 
 
In Attendance:  Carol Crafts, 
Bob Crafts, Phoenix Von 
Hendy, Karen Larsen 
Gordon, Steve Gordon, Terry 
Callan, Ann Laux, Gary 
Tibbs, Paul Kucharczak and 
DeAnne Erickson. 
 
The meeting was called to 
order at 7:03p.m. 
 
The motion passed to 
approve the minutes of the 
meeting held August 6, 2007 
 
Financial report by Treasurer, 
DeAnne Erickson: 
$2,272.59 in checking, 
$6,710.96 in the Memorial 
Fund, $5,222.85 in CD-36 
and $6,475.76 in CD-35 
totaling:  $21,232.52. In 
addition, the County of San 
Diego Parks Society is 
holding donated funds 
designated for use at Goodan 
Ranch. 
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Old Business:   
1) Sunrise PowerLink – No 
report. 
2) Historic District 
Designation – No progress. 
3) Ann Laux verified the new 
Friend’s brochure with 
membership form would be 
available by Nov. 15th. 
4) Business cards have been 
produced for the president of 
the Friends. 
5) Research continues at the 
Santee Historical Society. 
6) The latest contributions 
from the Goodan family are 2 
VHS tapes of life at the 
ranch. The county is 
converting the tapes to DVD 
format. 
7) National Trails Day on 
June 7, 2008 will remain at 
the Los Penasquitos Canyon 
Preserve leaving the option 
for other preserves to offer 
their own programs. 
 
New Business:   
Reports:   
1) Wildlife Survey - Phoenix 
stated that a recent wildlife 
survey yielded many signs of 
deer, probably forced into 
higher density due to the 
Witch Creek Fire. Santa Ana 
winds scoured out many 
tracks. 
2) New Construction – 
November 15th at 1pm is the 
rescheduled date for the 
grand opening of the new 
ranger station/visitor center. 
A JPA meeting is to follow at 
2pm. 
3) Cindy Stankowski with the 
Archeology Center created 
beautiful displays. A 

Kirkham family photo has 
been acquired for use by the 
Friends. In addition, artifacts 
including heaters and photos 
have been donated by Kim 
Rohr (a former resident of the 
stone house). 
4) The Zarella family lost 
their home in the fires. A 
motion was made and passed 
to donate Friend’s shirts to 
the family. 
5) December 30, 2007 at 
1:00p.m. is the 2nd Annual 
Winter Walk hosted by the 
Friends.  
6) Fire displaced docents are 
being welcomed at Los 
Penasquitos Canyon Preserve 
and Goodan Ranch/Sycamore 
Canyon Open Space 
Preserve.  County 
applications will be required. 
 
The meeting was adjourned 
at 7:40p.m.  
Next meeting:  February 4, 
2008, 7:00p.m. at Coco’s 
Restaurant, Poway  
 
 

(phot
o by Margaret Fillius) 
 
 
From: Deborah Knight 
Subject: Long Eared Owl 
saga in Rose Canyon 

 
On Sat. Oct. 27th we 
first saw this owl in 
the canyon this 
morning.  
 
Many thanks to Margaret 
for paying attention to 
the fact that the owl 
was injured. She 
couldn't reach Project 
Wildlife, so I called 
Carol Crafts (who 
brings the great horned 
to our July 4 event) 
and she told me how to 
catch it 
- wear gloves and put a 
towel over it - they 
are very docile when 
"toweled," 
she said. Then put it 
in a dark place, a box. 
So around 5:30 Margaret 
and Walker and I went 
to the log - and there 
it was. It had moved to 
a different part of the 
log. It didn't move at 
all as we approached 
and put the towel over 
it. It weighs almost 
nothing - really small. 
Carol says the males 
are much smaller than 
the females. We brought 
it back here - it is 
extremely lethargic, 
not even sitting up 
straight, although it 
had its eyes open as we 
drove over bumps. He 
died early that 
evening. He is being 
prepared and becoming 
part of the San Diego 
Natural History 
Museum’s collection. 
This is the second Long 
eared Owl to be found 
in the general area 
(Rose Canyon near Univ. 
city) over the past 2 
years. 
Friends of Rose Canyon 
[info@rosecanyon.org] 
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 click on one of the links 
below: 
  
ReadySanDiego.org    
or   Reverse 911® | Office of 
Homeland Security   
************************
************************
****** 

Other sites: 
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/mscp/ 
 
www.sdcrn.org  as a 
Friends group, we support 
The San Diego 
conservation resource 
network. 

 
http://www.pandemicflu.gov/
planguide/checklist.html 
 
www.sdcwa.org; click on 
“infrastructure”; then 
“esp”; then “San Vicente 
Pipeline” 
 
http://www.blueskyreserve.or
g/ 
 
http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/
articles/2007/10/04/news/01sdn
wr100407.txt 
******************* 
  We need to keep following 
2 issues: the Water District's 
San Vicente Pipeline and 
SDG&E's Powerlink.  
************************
*************** 
. Call 858-694-2838 or 888-
551-4636 if you find a dead 
bird. 
************************
*************** 
County Notes: 
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Thank you to all who have 
joined renewed or made a 
generous donation.  

RENEW OR 
JOIN NOW 
FOR 2008 

MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION 

 
Name________________________________
Address________________________________
City_____________State
_____Zip________________________________
Phone____________Fax________
Email ________________________________
 
____$10 Senior 62 plus      
____$10 Student     ____$15 
Individual    ____$20 Family 
____$30 Sponsor                
____$100 Patron        ___ 
$250 Corporate    ____$1000 
Life 
 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR 
CHECK OUT TO 
“FRIENDS OF 
GOODAN RANCH” 
AND SEND IT TO: 
MEMBERSHIPS/13030 
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Birch Lane, Poway, CA 
92064 
All Membership 
renewals are now due 1 
January of each year. 
   



 

  Friends of Goodan Ranch & Sycamore Canyon Open Space  
  Carol B. Crafts, President 

      13030 Birch Lane, Poway, CA 92064  858-486-0919 

 
 

 


